Dealing with God (Part III) 



Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. And he went a little further, and fell on his 
face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, 
but as thou wilt. 
Matthew 26:38-39 (KJV) □ 

So many of us are battle weary, we have been fighting the good fight 
to the best of our ability. It is not a sin to be discouraged, even our Lord was discouraged! God understands, He 
sees it all, every hurt, every time we are misunderstood, every time we meant to do good and it turned out all 
wrong. 

The reason I mention our struggle is that sometimes when we become discouraged and things don't go our way 
we are tempted to try and bargain with God. We may look back at all we have done for Christ and how faithful 
we have been and wonder why we still suffer. You can be assured that the Accuser is there whispering his lies; 
"God doesn't love you, or else why doesn't He heal you?" Don't you suppose he whispered the same sort of 
things to Job? 

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 
But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did 
not Job sin with his hps. 
Job 2:9-10 (KJV) © 

One of the most powerful ways to demonstrate our trust in God is to praise Him and rejoice, especially when 
things don't look good to the natural mind. It is when we do this that we come into a place of supernatural 
strength that causes demons to tremble! Not only does our praise shake the foundations of Hell but it pleases 
God greatly! Praising God and rejoicing is the fruit of our faith and trust in our heavenly Father. 

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, 
will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 
Matthew7:8-ll (KJV) © 

There are different reasons why we may try to bargain with God. We may have a besetting sin that we want to 
hold on to or just want to somehow make up for. We may be living a righteous life but be suffering and want it to 
end, not someday, but right now. Perhaps we are doing it on behalf of a loved one who is suffering or struggling. 
There may be other situations where we are tempted to bargain with God, but the truth is still the same. We have 
no leverage, but we don't need any. His mercies endure forever and are available to every single one of His 




children for the asking. Ours is to ask in faith, to believe, to trust. And while we await the answers to our prayers 
we are to praise Him. 

He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 
Matthew 26:42 (KJV) 

Jesus knew the sorrow of this life, He knew like no man ever has what it is like to face adversity. He knew what 
had to be done on the cross, yet the human part of Him dreaded it. Once again, it is not a sin to be discouraged 
but we must work through it and not give up. 

Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels? 
Matthew 26:53 (KJV)© 

What I want you to take from this verse is the fact that Christ had the power of free will just like us who are 
created in His image. He could have chosen to call a host of angels to deliver Him in His hour, but where would 
that have left us? Jesus Himself taught us the necessity of obedience to the Father by example, regardless of 
whether we want to and in direct opposition to our flesh. We must trust the Father to deliver us not only out of, 
but through the hard times. 

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 (KJV) © 

Let us practice our trust by saying 'Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven" even when it means suffering. 
This is the example Christ set for us. Let us praise His holy name in regardless of the circumstances. Praise God! 
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